NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


INFORMATION LETTER 


PUBLICATION: OR: REPRODUCTION NOT PERMITTED 


No. 411 Washington, D. C. July 4, 1931 


CONDITION OF PEAS IN WISCONSIN 


The U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics has received 
from their field representative in Wisconsin the following tele- 
grams with regard to the condition of the pea crop: 

June 30—Excessive heat destroying much of late pea crop in north- 
western part of state. Condition unusually critical and losses very great. 
Alaska pack largely completed and yields running low due to hastening of 
maturity by heat. 

June 30—Intense drought and heat of the past week apparently doing 
serious damage to the pea crop. Reports from the field indicate that the 
Alaska crop was hastened to maturity so fast that a considerable portion 
of it may be left for seed. The past three or four days of intense heat have 
spread a record crop of lice on the sweets and if the heat continues unbroken 
for a few more days the sweet crop in Wisconsin will be largely lost. 


A revised forecast of the production of peas for canning will 
be issued by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics about July 9. 


PUT-IN WEIGHT OF PITTED CHERRIES 


The Food and Drug Administration has written the Asso- 
ciation that, with respect to the put-in weight of red sour pitted 
cherries, it will continue to follow the requirements as set out 
in 8. R. A., Chemistry 27, issued May 17, 1921. These require- 
ments are stated in terms of drained weight of the canned prod- 
uct, differing in this respect from the fill requirements as stated 
in each of the canned fruit standards thus far announced under 
the provisions of the McNary-Mapes amendment. The industry 
is familiar with the requirements as stated in terms of drained 
weights. 

The Association wrote the Food and Drug Administration 
calling its attention to the fact that, in the case of pitted cherries, 
to put in only “three-fifths the weight of water which the sealed 
container will hold,” as required by the standard for canned 
cherries under the McNary-Mapes amendment, would result in 
slack-filled cans or gross adulteration with water or sirup. The 
Association therefore inquired whether previous rulings would 
be continued in force. To this Mr. W. G. Campbell, Director of 
Regulatory Work, has replied: 

“The Department shares your view fully that the standards 
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of the McNary-Mapes amendment, however drawn, cannot legiti- 
matize the use of excessive liquid packing medium in canned 
foods. Excessive liquid packing medium has been regarded as 
an adulterant almost from the beginning of the enforcement of 
the Food and Drugs Act. We shall continue to follow the prin- 
ciples enurciated in Food Inspection Decision 144.” 

Decision 144 states that “the can . . . should be as full of 
food as is practicable for packing and processing without injur- 
ing the quality or appearance of the contents.” 


CANNED FOOD EXPORTS IN MAY 


While canned fruit exports in May were nearly double those 
of the corresponding month last year, shipments of vegetables 
were much smaller. Salmon exports gained and sardine ship- 
ments fell off. The export figures for the principal canned prod- 
ucts follow: 


May, 1930 May, 1931 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total 1,428,906 $550,419 1,308,719 $453,853 
120,146 54,260 178,279 
Pork ...... 920,410 356,452 940,910 855,213 
Sausage * 195,432 75,044 61,062 14,151 
192,918 64,063 123,468 87,102 
Canned vegetables, total...... 5,836,055 605,566 3,104,758 $26,453 
Asparagus . 2,540,679 369,004 891,588 136,960 
Baked beans, and ‘pork ‘and 
663,496 36,940 534,782 86,011 
Corn 478,718 38,962 301,020 23,987 
Peas 412,483 35,600 $19,257 
700,308 78,657 677,887 71,787 
Tomatoes .......... 166,623 18,5438 147,674 
Other 378,748 82,761 232,505 20,486 
Condensed milk ............. 2,505,161 304,811 1,973,425 338,491 
Evaporated milk A . 6,807,864 578,801 5,114,362 448,786 
Canned fruits, total.......... 10,424,383 1,084,974 19,254,405 1,530,860 
Apples and 853,035 45,224 1,751,497 84,827 
Apricots _... ... 1,185,970 121,328 908,641 74,734 
Loganberries ........... 184,849 22,844 11,466 1,677 
Other berries ....... - 94,168 15,505 109,808 11,623 
Cherries ... 55,753 10,220 54,498 7,526 
Fruits for salad........... 1,747,506 254,814 2,283,373 203,750 
. 2,780,148 256,101 067 317,361 
Pears 2,260,427 222,114 1,527 491,282 
Pineapple 680,000 74,016 783 144,968 
46,568 6,390 2,517 5,226 
496,984 105,418 1,000,478 166,305 
wus ... 7,800,501 582,504 5,000,276 360,105 


CANNED MILK PRODUCTION AND STOCKS 


Evaporated milk production in May showed a gain over 
April of 25 per cent in comparison with 32 per cent in April 
over May last year, according to the U. S. Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics. The make was also 2 per cent heavier than 
during May, 1930. The stock situation on June 1 reflected the 
somewhat indifferent consumption demand of recent months and 
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the continued liberal production showed increased supplies in 
comparison with both the previous month and year. 

Condensed milk markets showed some improvement during 
June, so far as tone and demand are concerned. The tone was 
easy to steady and trading showed material improvement as 
warmer weather brought increased inquiry from ice cream 
manufacturers. 


FARM PRICES IN JUNE 


The general level of farm prices continued its sharp decline 
from May 15 to June 15, due to generally lower prices of all agri- 
cultural commodities except apples, eggs, and chickens, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. At 80 per 
cent of the prewar level on June 15, the Bureau’s index of prices 
received by farmers was 6 points lower than on May 15, 43 points 
lower than a year ago, and at a new low level for the period cov- 
ered by the record (1910-19381). 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 

Total movement for 38 important products during the week 
ended June 27 amounted to 28,435 cars, according to the report 
of the U. 8. Market News Service, an increase of 4,500 over the 
preceding week and about 1,000 cars more than during the same 
period last June. Watermelons exceeded all other products, with 
a total of 7,740 cars, though cantaloupes went beyond the 3,000- 
car mark, and tomatoes required 2,610 cars. Potatoes decreased 
only slightly to 5,960 cars. Green peas were moving actively 
from Washington and Idaho, and New York began with rather 
large shipments. Snap beans were coming chiefly from Mary- 
land and Virginia. Cabbage movement dropped to 170 cars, 
more than half from Ohio. About 330 cars of green corn were 
shipped, mainly from Alabama, Florida and Texas. Cucumbers 
originated principally in North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Arkansas, the total being 390 cars. 

California pear shipments reached 440 carloads for the 
week. Plums and prunes decreased only a little to 400 cars. 
Lemon shipments still exceeded 100 cars daily. California 
orange output was down to 1,080 cars and Florida shipped only 
75 cars of oranges. Northwestern cherries became quite active, 
with a total of 270 cars, and the cherry season opened in Utah 
and New York. Grapefruit shipments were reduced to 60 cars 
from California and Florida together, but 50 carloads of grape- 
fruit arrived from Porto Rico. Grapes from California :in- 
creased to 135 cars and first movement was reported from Ari- 
zona. New-crop apple shipments amounted to about 230 cars 
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for the week, with Illinois leading. Maryland and Delaware 
apple shipments began. Most of the 90 cars of apples from 
storage were Washington fruit. Peach movement increased to 
700 cars. Georgia shipped 570, California 45 and Arkansas 30 
cars, with a few also from the Carolinas. 


CaRLot SHIPMENTS 


Total Total 
June June June _ this sea- last sea- Total 
21-27 14-20 22-28 = son thru son thru last 

Commodity 1931 1981 1930) June 27 June 28 season 
Apples: 

1981 season....... 220 6s 203 $15 393 109,589 

1930 season....... fait) 149 05 109,530 102,785 102,801 
Asparagus ......... 30 25 14 3,705 2,739 2,780 
Beans, snap and lima 314 381 240 7,084 S441 9,559 
Blackberries, dewber- 

ries, loganberries 28 47 87 
Cabbage ........... 171 SSS 151 18,826 15,042 38,506 
Carrots ........ 00 72 73 8,490 9,202 12,881 
Cherries 269 134 451 1,562 1,855 2,581 
Corn, green 320 305 1,640 
Cucumbers ......... 388 385 331 3,962 5,110 7,043 
Mixed deciduous fruit 139 102 170 670 639 5,021 
Mixed vegetables .. 301 3638 423 18,198 18,600 $1,173 
Peaches ......... 69S 516 1,110 1 2,325 38,400 
112 8 564 23 28,828 
Peas, green ....... 169 36 201 4,926 3,931 6,800 
wl 172 148 105 2,238 1,849 2,786 
Plums and prunes... 397 458 683 2,165 2,134 8,716 
4 2 2 9,304 9,383 0,686 
Strawberries nha 36 4 30 13,502 10,604 10,669 
Tomatoes ... ao 2,774 1,759 16,311 18,077 33,578 


FORECAST OF FREIGHT MOVEMENT 


Shippers of the country, through estimates just submitted 
to the Shippers’ Regional Advisory Boards of the American 
Railway Association, anticipate that carload shipments of the 29 
principal commodities in the third quarter of 1931 (the months 
of July, August and September) will be approximately 7,082,186 
cars, a reduction of 724,851 cars, or 9.3 per cent, below the corre- 
sponding period in 1930. 

Shipments of canned food products, including catsup, jams, 
jellies, olives, pickles, preserves, etc., during the quarter are esti- 
mated at 53,309 cars, as compared with actual shipments of 
55,313 cars during the third quarter of 1980, a decrease of 3.6 
per cent. 


FOOD ADMINISTRATION PLANS VITAMIN LABORATORY 
Plans for the establishment of a laboratory for the study 
of vitamins have been made by the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, according to W. G. Campbell, Director of Regulatory Work, 
in order to make possible regulatory work in connection with 
products labeled as containing these important elements. 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Abnormally warm weather prevailed throughout the week 
ended June 30 in the interior of the country, with moderate tem- 
peratures along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, according to the 
weekly report of the U. 8S. Weather Bureau. In the north Pacific 
area the week was cool, especially in eastern Washington, where 
the temperature averaged 7 or 8 degrees below normal. 

The warmest weather occurred over a wide belt extending 
from western North Carolina, northwestern South Carolina, and 
northern Georgia and Alabama northwestward over the interior 
valleys to the northern Great Plains. In these states maximum 
temperatures of 100 degrees or higher were reported rather 
generally from first-order stations, and the weekly means ran 
from 6 degrees to as much as 16 degrees above normal. The 
heat wave centered in an area comprising South Dakota, 
Nebraska, and northwestern Iowa. 

Rather generous showers occurred in the upper Ohio Valley, 
locally in the Atlantic Coast area, east Gulf states, the lower 
Mississippi Valley, and the Northwest, with some heavy rains 
in southern Texas. Elsewhere precipitation during the week 
was scanty, with a large area of the interior, including Iowa, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, nearly all of Mis- 
souri, northwestern Arkansas, and northern Texas having prac- 
tically a rainless week. 

Wherever showers occurred, and in a good many other 
sections where there was still sufficient soi] moisture, the growth 
of crops was rapid, but general, substantial rains are now needed 
in much the greater portion of the country between the Ap- 
palachian and Rocky Mountains. Recents showers and the 
cooler weather have been very beneficial in the Pacific North- 
west, and conditions there remain favorable, while, as a general 
rule, growth was rapid and the outlook still promising in the 
Middle and North Atlantic states, though New York is again 
needing rain. 


AUSTRALIAN CANNED FRUIT PACK IN 1931 


According to a statement submitted to the Department of 
Commerce by the American trade commissioner at Sydney, the 
Australian 1931 season pack of canned fruit will be as follows: 


1931 1930 
12 80-02. tins 12 30-oz. tins 


182,906 554,507 
1,419,952 . 
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It is stated that the decline this season was due largely to 
adverse seasonal conditions and the fact that pear growers who 
ordinarily supplied canners delivered an appreciable portion of 
their fruit in the fresh state to the London market. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday, om average 1925 — 5 = 100) 


June27 June 20 June 13 28 June 21 Juneld 
General business :* 
New York Times “de 73.4 74.2 913 90.9 02.1 
Business Week 75.8 al7 100.3 04.7 80.5 
Freight car loadings. WA 76.4 07.7 96.0 06.6 
Wholesale prices ( isher’ s): 


All commodities . 703 70.0 69.7 85.7 86.2 87.0 
Agricultural products. 62.1 614 60.4 88.0 88.8 0.0 
Non-agricultural pro d- 


ucts 728 72.8 73.0 84.2 84.6 85.1 
Bank debits outside New 
York City ..... . 860 100.7 80.2 127.5 134.9 1140 
Bond prices ........ . 1065 106.1 105.8 106.1 106.4 106.4 
Stock prices 143.0 180.0 180.8 192.2 197.7 216.1 
Interest rates: 
Call money 36.4 36.4 36.4 45 60.6 68.6 
Time money 34.3 34.3 34.3 743 81.8 85.7 
Business failures .. 108.7 114.7 116.5 120.4 119.7 120.1 
* Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
a Revised. 


Oar Loapines 
Merchandise 


Total Miscellaneous L.C. L. Other 
Week ended June 20.. 739,116 203,624 217,133 228,350 
Preceding week 782,453 204,619 218,710 219,124 
Corresponding week, 1930 920,645 364,206 240,756 $15,683 
Corresponding week, 1920 1,060,874 429,737 250,376 380,761 


TARIFF COMMISSION ORDERS INVESTIGATION OF MACKEREL 


The Tariff Commission announces that it has instituted an 
investigation of fresh or frozen mackerel; salt mackerel, split 
or filleted ; and mackerel in other forms. This investigation was 
instituted by the Commission after the receipt of applications 
from the Chamber of Commerce of Gloucester, Massachusetts, 
and other parties interested, in which they request an increase in 
the rates of duty on salt mackerel, split or filleted. 


TARIFF CHANGES APPROVED 

The President has approved reports from the U. S. Tariff 
Commission recommending increases in duty on dried eggs, hemp 
cordage, and bells for bicycles and similar uses; decreases on 
bentwood furniture, packaged olive oil, and pipe organs and 
parts; and no changes on pig iron, hides and skins, olive oil in 
bulk, cheese, small bells except those for bicycles and similar 
uses, and chimes. The duty on olive oil in containers weighing 
less than 40 pounds is reduced from 914 cents to 8 cents per 
pound. 
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BRITISH IMPORTS OF RUSSIAN CANNED APPLES 


At present a large amount of Russian canned apples is com- 
ing on the British market, which is having a considerable effect 
on the market price of American canned apples, according to the 
American trade commissioner at London. The Russian apples 
are of a very low grade, and do not rank with the second grade 
American canned apples. A large number of the cans are blown. 
These apples are packed in cans of about 6 pounds net weight 
and are sold at $1.70 per case. 


TRADE COMMISSION REPORTS ON PRICE MAINTENANCE 

Legislation permitting resale price maintenance is not called 
for at present, according to the final report on price maintenance 
sent to Congress on June 22 by the Federal Trade Commission. 

The Commission believes it would be difficult to provide 
government regulation of price maintenance that would bring 
relief to makers of trade-marked goods without injustice to con- 
sumers and at the same time meet the tests of practical ad- 
ministration. 

FERTILIZING CRANBERRY LAND 

The effect of fertilizers on cranberry land is presented in a 
16-page bulletin issued by the New Jersey Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at New Brunswick. The bulletin describes a series 
of experiments begun in 1919 and makes recommendations with 
respect to the fertilizers giving the best results. 


TOMATOES FIRST AMONG FRESH VEGETABLE IMPORTS 


Among the fresh vegetables imported into the United States, 
tomatoes rank first in quantity, according to a review of the trade 
appearing in “Commerce Reports.” Imports reached a high 
record in 1930, amounting to 144,442,573 pounds, or 25,237,156 
pounds more than those in 1929. Mexico supplied 82 per cent 
of the 1980 imports, Cuba 14 per cent, and the British West 
Indies 8 per cent. Imports from Mexico were larger, while those 
from the other countries were smaller than in 1929. Imports of 
tomatoes begin the latter part of November, as a rule, and extend 
through May. 

Imports of cabbage in 1930 were also comparatively large, 
amounting to 22,990,383 pounds, as against 5,942,477 pounds 
in 1929. The Netherlands supplied 72 per cent of the imports 
in 1980, Denmark over 16 per cent, and Germany about 8 per 
cent. Cabbage is received mainly during February to March, 
inclusive. 

There has been an upward trend in imports of fresh peas. 
Total imports in 1980 amounted to 27,601,787 pounds, practically 
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all from Mexico. About 84 per cent of the imports arrived in 
January and February, with a considerable quantity coming in 
in December and March. 

Imports of fresh beans, mainly from Mexico and Cuba, have 
been rapidly increasing, rising from 3,500,000 pounds in 1928 
to 6,070,000 pounds in 1929 and 5,648,445 pounds in 1930. 

In addition to these fresh vegetables, a large quantity of 
carrots are received, mainly from the Netherlands and Mexico 
and from Belgium and Bermuda; celery from Bermuda; cucum- 
bers mainly from Cuba; asparagus principally from Argentina; 
garden beets from Denmark, Mexico, Germany, and Bermuda; 
eggplant from Cuba and Mexico; endive from Belgium; horse- 
radish mainly from Germany; kale from Bermuda; lettuce from 
Mexico; parsley from Bermuda and Mexico; peppers from Cuba 
and Mexico; pumpkins mainly from the Dominican Republic; 
radishes from Mexico; spinach from Mexico; squash from Cuba 
and Mexico; and Swiss chard and water cress from Mexico. 


CANNERY WASTE DISPOSAL 

To canners interested in the problem of waste disposal, 
attention is called to a publication issued by the New York State 
Department of Health, Albany, N. Y., entitled “The Treatment 
of Canning Wastes.” A detailed report is presented on the treat- 
ment of pea waste, green bean waste, and tomato waste on ex- 
perimental trickling filters (biological treatment). Data is also 
given on the operation of a full size chemical treatment plant 
handling a mixed waste from fruits and vegetables. The neces- 
sity, under certain conditions, for the secondary treatment of 
cannery waste by chlorination is discussed. Of especial interest 
are the suggested designs of waste treatment plants using either 
the biological or chemical method of treatment and the design 
of a small chemical treatment plant for the handling of pea vine 
stack liquor. The bulletin includes the approximate cost of in- 
stallation and operation of the various types of plants suggested 
and also of the secondary chlorination treatment. 
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